
MINUTES OF A REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022 AT 6:00 P.M.

IN THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LOUISIANA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in regular session, in the Town Hall Meeting Room on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.

There were present:  Mayor Buz Craft, Aldermen Jon Betts, Tommy Probst,  Brent Smith,  Robert Gardner and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby.
There were absent:  NONE.
There were also present: Piara Wilson, Municipal Clerk; Debra Moak, Municipal Accountant; George C. Murray, Jr., Municipal Attorney; Jay LaSyone, Municipal Manager;  and members of the press.  
The meeting was opened by the Mayor and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present, followed by the invocation given by Alderman Betts.
A quorum being present, the Mayor declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in regular session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.

After being reviewed, the typed minutes of the regular meeting of February 8, 2022, were approved with no changes.  The motion for approval of the minutes was made by Alderwoman  Demby, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.  
The Mayor then opened the floor for public comments on current agenda  items.  There being no comments, the Mayor, noting that fact, closed the floor for public comments on current agenda items.
Agenda  Item No. 1 was the presentation of the financial statement for January, 2022.  The Mayor called on the Municipal Accountant, Debra Moak, CPA, who presented the financial statement.  She began by explaining the various fund balances, which summaries included a comparison of actual expenses to budget expenses.  The summary sheets, previously given to the Aldermen, were reviewed in detail, and she reported on the various positive and negative fund balances and indicated the net changes in the various funds through January 31, 2022.  As usual, she reminded the Aldermen that those statements were provided to them in their meeting packet.   Mrs. Moak then advised that the Town is beginning to work on the budget for fiscal year 2022-2023, and again encouraged the Aldermen to attend meetings so that they may understand the process and participate in the discussion.  She further indicated, that in the months to come, the Town will be presenting an amended budget for unforeseen changes in the budget during the year.  The only funds which require amending are the General Fund and Special Revenue Funds.  There being no further questions or comments, the Mayor thanked Mrs. Moak for her usual thorough presentation.
Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on approval of occupational license applications.   The first application was by Amelia Conner for “Merit Health Imaging” at 107 Front Street, Suite 1200, for change of ownership and name.  There being no questions or comments, on motion for approval by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried, the application was approved.  The second application was by Gary Solomon for “Cash 2 U” at 1642 Carter Street.  There being no comments or questions, on motion for approval by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Gardner, and unanimously carried, the application was approved.

 Agenda Item No. 3 was Board discussion and vote on approval of sign applications.  The first application was by Gator Sign Company, Inc. for Enhabit Home Health & Hospice at 1653 Carter Street; to replace existing signs with new signs changing name of tenant, all as per the application.  There being no questions or comments, a motion was made by Alderwoman Demby to approve the application, which motion was seconded by Alderman Probst and unanimously carried.  The second application was by Terral River Service, Inc. at 710 N. Levee Road, Vidalia, to locate signs as per application filed.  There being no questions or comments, on a motion to approve the signs, as per the application, was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Smith and unanimously carried.
 Agenda Item No. 4 was Board discussion on the status report of the Vidalia Industrial Park & Port Complex North and South obtaining Louisiana Economic Development certification.  The Mayor then advised the Board of the letters from the Louisiana Economic Development site development program manager indicating that the Vidalia Industrial Park & Port Complex South and North had satisfied all requirements of the economic development certified sites program and have been designated as Louisiana Economic Development Sites.  The letters served as a verification that the City has performed proper due diligence in connection with the property.  The letters also notified that Vidalia and all appropriate partners may attach the official Louisiana Economic Development certified sites logo to site related signage and internet listings.  The Mayor indicated that this is really good news and this will allow the Industrial Park and Port to improve their facilities.


Agenda  Item No. 5 was Board discussion on update of Syrah Technologies tax exemption application with the Board of Commerce and Industry.  The Mayor turned the floor over to Paul Jahn who announced the full and final total project has been approved by their Board and went on to explain in some detail what the Town can expect in the way of improvements and hirings at the Syrah site.  During his presentation, Mr. Jahn advised that the timeline indicates that the site should be in full operation by mid-2023.  Following Mr. Jahn’s update, the Mayor thanked him very much for his presentation and also thanked him for Syrah’s contribution to the Town’s economy.  Alderman Betts also commented on what an excellent corporate neighbor Syrah has been for Vidalia.

Agenda Item No. 6 was Board discussion and vote on the approval of the Vidalia Filter and Backwash Valve Automation System.  The Mayor made brief comments about the need for the upgrade and turned the floor over to Mr. Cornell Lewis who explained the project to those present.  Following Mr. Lewis’ explanations, the Mayor expanded on the need for the system and the upgrades.  Following a few questions from the Board, a motion was made by Alderman Gardner, seconded by Alderman Probst, to accept the quote fromQDS Systems, Inc. to provide the equipment and install it in accordance with their formal quote, and providing that their quote meets all of the specifications as required by the Town.  The vote thereon was unanimous.

Agenda Item No.7 was Board discussion on Miranda and Simonton Street updates.  The Mayor gave a short update to the Board on the proposed repairs to Miranda and Simonton Streets.  Following the Mayor’s presentation, there were no questions or comments.


Agenda Item No. 8  was Board discussion on reapportionment of the Town.  The Mayor advised the Board that he was just putting this on the agenda to let them know that the Town is presently exploring the need to reapportion and that the Town has contracted with the same person doing the work for the Parish on their need to reapportion.  The Mayor advises that he will keep the Board updated on the progress and that they need to do something by December 31 of 2022.  Following his update, there were no questions by the Board.

Agenda  Item No. 9 was Board discussion on Louisiana Gas Association (LGA) 2022 annual operations conference to be held at Vidalia on March 20-23, 2022.  The Mayor explained the nature of the conference to be held and stated that it is very advantageous for Vidalia to be chosen to hold the conference here.  There were no questions or discussion by the Board.


Agenda  Item No. 10 was Board discussion on upcoming budget meetings and setting dates to meet department heads.  The Mayor advised that he put this on the agenda to update the Board and to let them know that the Mayor’s office is proceeding to schedule budget meetings with the various departments and that he hopes that the Board members will join some of these meetings and give their input.  There were no questions or comments from the Board about this agenda item.

Agenda  Item No. 11 was Board discussion on Rebate Ordinance update.  The Mayor advised that he put this on the agenda to let the Board know that an Attorney General’s Opinion concerning this issue has been requested and that as soon as the Town obtains that opinion, then they will know how to proceed on updating the issues of rebates under the Hydro Ordinance.  There were no questions or comments from the Board on this agenda item.

Agenda Item 12 was adjournment.  The Mayor then announced that there were no more agenda items and asked for a motion to adjourn.  A motion to adjourn was made by Alderman Gardner, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried.  As the motion passed, the meeting was adjourned.

___/s/ Piara Wilson___________________      __/s/ Buz Craft_________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK         BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
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