
MINUTES OF A REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2022 AT 6:00 P.M.

IN THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LOUISIANA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in regular session, in the Town Hall Meeting Room on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.

There were present:  Mayor Buz Craft, Aldermen Jon Betts,  Robert Gardner, Brent Smith, and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby.
There was absent:  Alderman Tommy Probst.
There were also present: Piara Wilson, Municipal Clerk; Debra Moak, Municipal Accountant; George C. Murray, Jr., Municipal Attorney; Jay LaSyone, Municipal Manager;  and members of the press.  
The meeting was opened by the Mayor and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present, followed by the invocation given by Alderman Betts.
A quorum being present, the Mayor declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in regular session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.

After being reviewed, the typed minutes of the regular meeting of June 14, 2022; the minutes of the special meeting of June 27, 2022; and the minutes of the special meeting of June 30, 2022, were all approved with no changes.  The motion for approval of the minutes was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried by all present. 
Following the approval of the prior minutes, the Mayor opened the floor for public comments on current agenda  items.  There being no comments, the Mayor closed the floor for public comments. 

Agenda Item No. 1 was the presentation of the financial statement for May, 2022.  The Mayor called on the Municipal Accountant, Debra Moak, CPA, who presented the financial statement.  As customary, she began by explaining the various fund balances, which summaries included a comparison of actual expenses to budget expenses.  The summary sheets, previously given to the Aldermen, were reviewed in detail, and she reported on the various positive and negative fund balances and indicated the net changes in the various funds through May 31, 2022.   She then reminded the Aldermen that those statements were provided to them in their meeting packet.   Mrs. Moak concluded by advising the Board which revenues are under budget and which are over budget at this time.  There being no questions or comments, the Mayor thanked Mrs. Moak for her usual thorough presentation.

Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on approval of occupational license applications.   The first application was by Shelby Cannon for “HAIR HUT  VIDALIA, LLC” for change ownership at 3000 Carter Street.  There being no comments or questions, on motion for approval of the occupational license by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried by those present, the application was approved.  The second application was  for beer and liquor permits by Angel L. Colon Miranda for PARILLA RESTAURANT, LLC at 2002 Carter Street.   There being no questions or comments, on motion for approval of the beer and liquor permits by Alderman Gardner, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present, the applications were approved.   
 Agenda Item No. 3 was Board discussion and vote on approval of sign applications.  There were no applications.  
 Agenda Item No. 4  Board discussion and vote for approval to allow placement of a little free library on the Vidalia Riverfront.  Tracee Albert spoke in favor of the approval.  A motion to approve the placement of a little free library on the Vidalia Riverfront, was made by Alderman Gardner, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present.


Agenda  Item No. 5 was Board discussion and vote to partnership with Home with Heroes Foundation Wreaths Across America.  The Mayor advised the Board that Mark LaFrancis could not make the meeting and asked to be re-scheduled at a later date. 


Agenda Item No. 6 was Town project updates.  Mayor Craft spoke on the many projects which are presently ongoing in the Town of Vidalia.  He spoke about the following projects:  Street Overlay Project; the slough drainage project; the D. A. Biglane Road re-surfacing project; the status of the Electric Substation Project; Drainage Project for the old tennis court and ball park area; the project to raise the water well on the Riverfront; and the Water Plant Expansion Project.  He then gave plans for finishing Polk Park with possibilities for a farmer’s market, several pavilions with electricity and water and a playground area with facilities for small children, older children, handicapped people and the elderly.  At this point he introduced Loran Scott as a new Town employee.  She gave the Board a brief resume of her credentials and an overview of the grants that she expects to secure for the Town.

Agenda Item No. 7 was discussion on setting dates for two (2) public hearings to receive public input on proposed projects and possible alternative uses of surplus hydro revenues.  There followed a discussion among the Board members to determine possible dates.  By consensus, the Aldermen selected Monday, August 15, 2022, at 6:00 P.M., and Monday, August 22, 2022, at 6:00 P.M. as the dates and times for the public hearings to be held at Town Hall.

Agenda Item No. 8  was Board discussion and vote on approval to accept Louisiana DEQ Environmental Audit of the Town Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Mayor called on Cornell Lewis to explain the nature of the audit.  Following his explanation, Alderman Betts moved to pass the Resolution to accept the DEQ Audit as presented at the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Gardner, and was unanimously carried by all present.
(A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda  Item No. 9 was Board discussion and vote on approval of Vidalia Police Department hires:  Carson Cupit – reserve to full-time patrolman; and Christina Stewart- part-time to full-time dispatcher.  Following a short discussion, it was moved by Alderman Betts , seconded by Alderman Smith, to approve the hire of Carson Cupit, and unanimously carried by all present. Next, it was moved by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith, to approve the hire of Christina Stewart, and unanimously carried by all present.
Agenda  Item No. 10 was introduction of Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 676 and Ordinance No. 692 to increase the Compensation of the Mayor, Aldermen, Clerk and Chief of Police of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana.  The Mayor explained that an Ordinance is necessary to give the 5% pay raise to the foregoing municipal officers.  At that point, the Mayor and Board discussed picking a date for a Special Meeting to consider passing the Ordinance.  They chose Friday, July 22, 2022, at 12:00 NOON.  The Mayor then formally introduced the Ordinance, a copy of which will be on file for inspection at Town Hall.

Agenda Item No. 11 was adjournment.  There being no further business, a motion was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried by those present, and the meeting was declared adjourned. 

__/s/ Piara Wilson____________________      __/s/ Buz Craft__________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK         BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer


The following resolution was offered by Alderman Betts and seconded by Alderman Gardner:

RESOLUTION 

A resolution acknowledging the review and approval of the Louisiana Municipal Water Pollution Prevention Environmental audit and providing for submission to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality for LPDES Permit No. LA0032794. 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of the Town of Vidalia “THE TOWN” duly 

convened for its regular meeting on July 12, 2022, was presented with and reviewed the Louisiana Municipal Water Pollution Prevention Environmental Audit Report; and therefore:

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the TOWN hereby acknowledges that they have reviewed, and hereby approve, the audit, dated July 6, 2022, prepared by Water/Wastewater Supervisor, Cornell Lewis; and that the TOWN will take actions to address the problems identified in said audit report, as follows:

There were no problems identified in the audit report.

The above RESOLUTION was called to a vote and passed by unanimous vote.

And the Resolution was declared adopted on this the 12th day of July, 2022.

    /s/ Piara Wilson       ____      _________      __/s/ Buz Craft________________________ PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK
   BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR                    


