
MINUTES OF A REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2022 AT 6:00 P.M.

IN THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LOUISIANA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in regular session, in the Town Hall Meeting Room on Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.

There were present:  Mayor Buz Craft, Aldermen Jon Betts, Tommy Probst,  Robert Gardner, Brent Smith, and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby.
There was absent:  NONE.
There were also present: Piara Wilson, Municipal Clerk; Debra Moak, Municipal Accountant; George C. Murray, Jr., Municipal Attorney; Jay LaSyone, Municipal Manager;  and members of the press.  
The meeting was opened by the Mayor and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present, followed by the invocation given by Alderman Betts.
A quorum being present, the Mayor declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in regular session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.

After being reviewed, the typed minutes of the regular meeting of April 12, 2022, were approved with no changes.  The motion for approval of the minutes was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Gardner, and unanimously carried. 
Following the approval of the prior minutes, the Mayor advised the Board that the current agenda items no. 7 and no. 8 need to be corrected as they contain the wrong information.  The Mayor then asked for a motion to correct Agenda Item No. 7 to read as follows:  “BOARD DISCUSSION AND VOTE ON APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY WATER ENRICHMENT FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023”.  Following the Mayor’s request, a motion to correct Agenda Item No. 7 to read as just stated by the Mayor was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.  The Mayor then stated that Agenda Item No. 8 should read “BOARD DISCUSSION AND VOTE ON APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 2022-2023 GRANT APPLICATION”.  The Mayor then asked for a motion to correct Agenda Item No. 8 to read as he just stated.  Alderman Betts made the motion to correct Agenda Item No. 8 to read as the Mayor stated, which motion was seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.  The Mayor then opened the floor for public comments on current agenda items.  There followed the following public comments:  First, Sabrina Dore’ commented on Item No. 10, pertaining to the introduction of the Operating Budget Ordinance.  Ms. Dore’ reminded the Board that she had approached them previously about increasing the budget for the fireworks displays from $10,000.00 per year to $20,000.00 per year.  She was asking that those increased funds be included in the current proposed budget.  The Mayor responded that he thought that had been done and then asked her had not she set up a separate entity over the fireworks displays.  She advised that she has created a 501-C for the fireworks.  After further discussion, the Mayor advised that the requested funds would be in the budget.  Next, Linda Bell made comments on behalf of her mother, who is a long time Town of Vidalia resident, on Agenda Item No. 4, concerning the appointment of Mayor Pro Tem.  There followed an extended discussion of the position of Mayor Pro Tem.  Ms. Bell went on to explain that she is here in support of retaining Alderman Gardner as Mayor Pro Tem and her reasons for doing so.  Next, Ruby Woodfork spoke to the Board stating that she is a long time resident of Vidalia and that while she does not live in Robert’s district, she has had dealings with him and spoke in support of him.  Next, Thomasina Hill made her comments on the issue of Mayor Pro Tem.  She first had questions about the term of Mayor Pro Tem and, after the Mayor’s response, there was a series of questions about why the matter was being placed on the agenda.  There being no further comments, the Mayor closed the floor for public comments.
Agenda Item No. 1 was the presentation of the financial statement for March, 2022.  The Mayor called on the Municipal Accountant, Debra Moak, CPA, who presented the financial statement.  As customary, she began by explaining the various fund balances, which summaries included a comparison of actual expenses to budget expenses.  The summary sheets, previously given to the Aldermen, were reviewed in detail, and she reported on the various positive and negative fund balances and indicated the net changes in the various funds through March 31, 2022.   She then reminded the Aldermen that those statements were provided to them in their meeting packet.   Mrs. Moak then advised that the Town revenues are under budget but that the Sales Tax collections remain higher and are over budget and she advised that the Town is still working with FEMA to recover emergency work and debris removal costs caused by the 2021 Winter Storm.  She concluded by telling the Board that the Town continues working on the budget for FY 2022-2023, which budget is not included in the packet but will be sent to the members for their review and public inspections next week.  There being no questions or comments, the Mayor thanked Mrs. Moak for her usual thorough presentation.
Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on approval of occupational license applications.   The only application was by Samantha Pruitt for  “VIDALIA PAWN, LLC” for change of ownership at 1624 Carter Street.  There being no questions or comments, on motion for approval by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried, the application was approved.  
 Agenda Item No. 3 was Board discussion and vote on approval of sign applications.  The only application was by Dennis Cooper for  “DC AG LLC” at 903 Carter Street, for a sign to advertise “DC AG LLC” at 903 Carter Street in accordance with the attached illustrations.  The sign will be lighted.   There being no questions or comments, on motion for approval by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried, the application was approved.  
 Agenda Item No. 4 was Board discussion and vote on appointment of Mayor Pro Tempore for Town of Vidalia, Louisiana.   The Mayor, after advising the Board of the purpose of Agenda Item 4, he turned the meeting over to Alderman Smith, who had requested that the item be on the agenda.  Alderman Smith then spoke to the Board and told them of his reasons for wanting to change the Mayor Pro Tem and wanting to nominate Jon Betts.  He further explained that he felt that Mr. Betts is best qualified to be in charge of the Town should the Mayor be absent and that in light of recent events, Alderman Gardner might not be who we need to run the Town.  Following his presentation, Alderman Smith made a motion that Alderman Betts be Mayor Pro Tem.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Betts.  A roll call vote was called and the roll call vote was as follows:  FOR:  Aldermen Betts, Smith and Alderwoman Demby.  NO:  Aldermen Gardner and Probst.  The vote was 3 FOR and 2 NO and the motion carried.


Agenda  Item No. 5 was Board discussion and vote on approval of funding for 2022 Summer Youth Program (Greater Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church, Pastor Raymond Riley).  The Mayor began by giving an overview of the past funding for the Summer Youth Program, indicating that because of COVID the last year’s monies were not spent.  Alderman Gardner stated that he believed that the Board had already voted on this program and should not have to be voted on each year.  Following a short discussion, the Mayor asked for a motion approving the funding.  A motion was made by Alderman Gardner to approve the funding, which motion was seconded by Alderwoman Demby and unanimously carried.  


Agenda Item No. 6 was presentation regarding setting up a mobile unit for cancer screenings.  The Mayor introduced Myra Akers, with the Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center, who spoke to all present on the program for cancer screenings.  During her presentation, she answered questions about the procedures and sites and dates.  Following the presentation, the Mayor thanked Ms. Akers and told those present of his belief in the importance of early screening.  


Agenda Item No.7 was Board discussion and vote on approval of a Resolution of support of the Community Water Enrichment Fund for fiscal year 2022-2023.  The Mayor explained the reasons for the resolution and asked for a motion.  Motion to approve the Resolution of support, as presented, was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.

(A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF)


Agenda Item No. 8  was Board discussion and vote on approval of a Resolution of support of the local Government Assistance Program 2022-2023 grant application.  The Mayor explained the reasons for the Resolution to the Board and there being no questions, asked for a motion approving the Resolution as presented.  A motion to approve the Resolution of Support as presented was  made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.

(A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF)


Agenda  Item No. 9 was introduction of an Ordinance to declare the malapportionment status of the current districting plan of election districts of the Town of Vidalia utilizing the population data from the 2020 Federal Tecennial census.  The Mayor first advised the Board of the need to have this introduction and there followed several questions from the Board about plats and how many versions and some of the mechanics of what happened.  Municipal Manager Jay LaSyone answered some of those questions and following that, Alderman Probst moved to approve the introduction of the Ordinance, which was seconded by Alderman Gardner, and unanimously carried.  The Mayor thereupon introduced the Ordinance.

(A COPY OF THIS ORDINANCE IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF)


Agenda  Item No. 10 was introduction of an Ordinance adopting the Operating Budget of  Revenues and Expenses for the Town of Vidalia, for the fiscal year 2022-2023.  After stating Agenda Item No. 10 to the Board, he advised them that he is introducing this Ordinance and asked for a motion for its introduction.  Alderwoman Demby made a motion to introduce the Ordinance adopting the budget, which was seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried. 

(A COPY OF THIS ORDINANCE IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF)


Agenda  Item No. 11 was Board discussion and vote to approve designating The Concordia Sentinel as the legal journal for the Town of Vidalia.  After advising the Board of the agenda  item, Alderman Smith moved to designate The Concordia Sentinel as the legal journal for the Town which motion was seconded by Alderman Betts and unanimously carried.


Agenda Item 12 was Board discussion and vote on fixing the amount to be maintained in the Hydro Reserve Fund in accordance with Ordinance No. 588.  The Mayor explained that currently, the amount required to be in the reserve is 1.9 million and that the Board has been carrying 2.3 million in reserve for several years and recommends that they continue to do that.  Following his explanation, it was moved by Alderman Betts to keep the amount in reserve at 2.3 million, which motion was seconded by Alderman Probst and unanimously carried.

Agenda Item No. 13 was Board discussion regarding American Cruise Line – update.  The Mayor explained that he was giving them an update to keep them up to date on the cruise line construction of the dock.  The Mayor stated that everything was in place to build the dock with the Coast Guard and other entities and then the Cruise Line has had complaints from the Tow Boat Operator’s Union that the proposed dock  is too far out in the river for safe navigation.  This is being negotiated at this time, he just wanted to let the Board know that the Cruise Line may need a shorter dock or they may have to move the dock to South of the bridge.  He emphasized that this in no way is going to stop the project from being completed.


Agenda Item No. 14 was Board discussion regarding update on current projections for energy costs during summer and fall.  Mayor Craft began his update by saying he wished he had good news and went on to explain how the cost of natural gas has gone up which in turn has caused the cost of electricity per mega watt to triple, as has natural gas prices.  Further that the agency that controls the distribution of electricity has indicated that at the present time they cannot project sufficient electricity production for this summer’s demand, and so we may expect some rolling blackouts or other measures.  He stated that the good news was that the Town’s consumers will get back 50% of whatever they pay for electricity this summer.  He also indicated that the other good news is that with the situation as it exists, LEPA No. 1, which everyone has heard about, will be producing electricity and that should help offset other factors.


Agenda Item No. 15 was adjournment.  Following the Mayor’s update on current projections for energy costs, the Mayor noted that there were no further agenda items and asked for a motion to adjourn.  A motion to adjourn was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried.  As the motion passed, the meeting was adjourned. 

__/s/ Piara Wilson___________________      ___/s/  Buz Craft__________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK         BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer

RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LGAP) 2022-2023 GRANT APPLICATION 

WHEREAS, a 2022-2023 Grant for up to $35,000.00 is available from the local 

Government Assistance Program (LGAP) for the funding of public works equipment; and


WHEREAS, Mayor Buz Craft needs to be authorized to sign all documents and contracts pertaining to the local Government Assistance Program (LGAP) Grant;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, are in support of the local Government Assistance Program (LGAP) 2022-2023 Grant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mayor Buz Craft is hereby authorized to sign all documents and contracts pertaining to the local Government Assistance Program (LGAP) 2022-2023 Grant.

The above Resolution was called to a vote and the vote thereon was recorded as follows:
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSTAINING:  
ABSENT:  

AND THE RESOLUTION was declared adopted on this the ___ day of May, 2022.
                                                                                                          ___________________________________         _________________________________   

PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK
        BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR             

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY WATER ENRICHMENT FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023
WHEREAS, the Division of Administration, State of Louisiana, has been delegated the 

responsibility of the administration of the Community Water Enrichment Fund, authorized by the Louisiana State Legislature, setting up necessary procedures governing the project application under the program; and


WHEREAS, said procedures established by the Division of Administration require a Resolution certifying the approval of the filing of the application before submission of the application:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Board of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, that the said Town of Vidalia hereby:

(1) Approves the filing of an application for funding of up to $35,000.00 to the Community Water Enrichment Fund; and

(2) Appoints Mayor Buz Craft as Agent of the Town of Vidalia to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit all documents, including, but not limited to, applications, agreements, payment requests and any other documents which may be necessary for the completion of the aforementioned project.

THE ABOVE RESOLUTION was called for a vote and the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS: 
NAYS:  
ABSTAINING:  
ABSENT:  

AND THE RESOLUTION was declared adopted on this the ___ day of May 2022.
    __________________________________     ______________________________________

PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK
                     BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR             

ORDINANCE NO. ____

AN ORDINANCE TO DECLARE THE MALAPPORTIONMENT

STATUS OF THE CURRENT DISTRICTING PLAN OF THE ELECTION DISTRICTS OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA UTILIZING THE POPULATION DATE FROM THE 2020 FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS; AND OTHERWISE TO PROVIDE WITH RESPECT THERETO.

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA, in regular session, duly convened as the governing authority of said municipality, that:

Section 1.  This proposed Ordinance was previously introduced at the Regular Town Meeting of May10, 2022; and

Section 2.  After due notice advertising: (a) The introduction of this proposed Ordinance; (b) The public hearing to be held at the Regular Town Meeting of June 14, 2022, on the adoption of said Ordinance; and 

Section 3.  Considering the Public Hearing held at the Regular Town Meeting of June 14, 2022;

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED that:


WHEREAS, the TOWN OF VIDALIA  is elected from single member and multi-member districts; and

WHEREAS, interposing the population data from the 2020 federal decennial census into the current districting plan for the TOWN OF VIDALIA discloses that there are districts within the current plan that exceed the acceptable population deviation under the principal of one-person-one-vote; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana law requires the TOWN OF VIDALIA to declare whether its existing districting plan is malapportioned following a federal decennial census;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF VIDALIA THAT:


The current districting plan of single member and multi-member districts of the Town of Vidalia is malapportioned utilizing the population data from the 2020 federal decennial census, and the TOWN OF VIDALIA shall adopt a new districting plan for use in the next regularly scheduled election.


FURTHER BE IT ORDAINED THAT:


The TOWN OF VIDALIA authorizes and directs Strategic Demographics, LLC, to further proceed with crafting a redistricting plan.

The foregoing Ordinance was read and considered, section by section, and as a whole, and the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:   

NAYS:   


ABSTAINING:   


ABSENT:


WHEREUPON, the foregoing ordinance was declared to be duly adopted this 14th day of June, 2022, to be effective immediately.
___________________________________

______________________________

PIARA WILSON,  MUNICIPAL CLERK

BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
ORDINANCE NO. _____

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE OPERATING BUDGET OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES FOR THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023

WHEREAS:

1) This proposed ordinance was previously introduced at the May 10, 2022 Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen;

2) After due notice advertising:

(a)  The introduction of this proposed Ordinance;

(b) The public hearing to be held at the Regular Town Meeting of June 14, 2022; and

(c) A public hearing being held by the Board of Aldermen on the 14th day of June, 2022.

NOW THEREFORE:

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, in Regular Session duly convened as the governing authority of said municipality, that:

SECTION I.  The attached detailed estimate of revenues and expenditures by Departments, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2022, and ending June 30, 2023, be and the same is hereby adopted to serve as “Budget of Revenues and Expenditures” for the Town of Vidalia during the said period.

SECTION II.
The adoption of this Operating Budget of Revenues and Expenditures by and the same is declared to operate as an appropriation of the amounts therein set forth with the terms of the budget classifications.

SECTION III.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to take all actions necessary and appropriate for the implementation of the Operating Budget of Revenues and Expenditures for the fiscal year 2022-2023.  All such actions must be in compliance with La. R.S. 33:321, et seq.


The above and foregoing Ordinance was read and considered, section by section, and then on motion by Alderman ________, seconded by Alderman___________, was submitted to a vote, as a whole, and the vote thereon was as follows:


YEAS:   


NAYS:   


ABSTAINING:  


ABSENT:


WHEREUPON, the Mayor declared the foregoing ordinance to be duly adopted this 14th day of June, 2022.

__________________________________                ______________________________

PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK

BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR


