
MINUTES OF A REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.

IN THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LOUISIANA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in regular session, in the Town Hall Meeting Room on Tuesday, August 10, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.

There were present:  Mayor Buz Craft, Aldermen Jon Betts, Brent Smith, Tommy Probst,  and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby.  
There was absent:  Alderman Robert Gardner.
There were also present:    Jay LaSyone, Municipal Manager; Debra Moak, Municipal Accountant; George C. Murray, Jr., Municipal Attorney.  
The meeting was opened by the Mayor and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present, followed by the invocation given by Alderman Betts.
A quorum being present, the Mayor declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in regular session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.

After being reviewed, the typed minutes of the regular meeting of July 13, 2021, were approved.  The motion for approval was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present.  
The Mayor then opened the floor for public comments on current agenda  items.  The Mayor then recognized Ms. Cassandra Lynch who had questions and comments on Agenda Item No. 8, regarding the Town continuing its membership with Natchez, Inc.  There being no further comments or questions, the Mayor closed the floor for comments.
Agenda  Item No. 1 was the presentation of the financial statement for June, 2021.  The Mayor called on the Municipal Accountant, Debra Moak, CPA, who presented the financial statement.  As customary, she began by explaining the various fund balances, which summaries included a comparison of actual expenses to budget expenses.  The summary sheets, previously given to the Aldermen, were reviewed in detail, and she reported on the various positive and negative fund balances and indicated the net changes in the various funds through June 30, 2021.  As usual, she reminded the Aldermen that those statements were provided to them in their meeting packet.   At the end of her presentation, there being no questions or comments, the Mayor thanked Mrs. Moak  for her usual thorough presentation.
Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on approval of occupational license applications.   The first application was by Latasha Ward for “Medi Run Delivery, LLC”, at 406 Maple Street.  Ms. Ward spoke in favor of the application.  There being no questions or comments, on motion for approval by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Betts, and carried unanimously by those present, the application was approved.  The second application by SRI Operating Company for “Sonic #3594” at 1119 Carter Street.  The request is for a change of ownership.  There being no questions or comments, on motion of Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present, the application was approved.  
Agenda Item No. 3 was presentation on proposed management plan for Town of Vidalia Vehicle fleet.  The Mayor gave a short explanation of the need for the agenda item, and recognized Mr. Joey Nunn, the area manager for Enterprise Fleet Management who explained the proposal, a copy of which was in the packet, to the Board.  After his presentation and answering a few questions, Mr. Nunn called on Ms. Karen Molberg, Account Executive, for Enterprise Fleet Management, who finished discussing the proposal with the Board.  Following the presentation, the Mayor thanked Mr.  Nunn and Ms. Molberg for their presentation and advised that he would be discussing with Board members and with some of their other customers and would be back in contact about the matter.


Agenda Item No. 4 was presentation on Wreaths Across America Program.  The Mayor then recognized Mr. G. Marc LaFrancis, President of Home with Heroes Foundation, Inc. and area coordinator for the Wreaths Across America Program.  Mr. LaFrancis explained the program of placing the wreaths in various cemeteries and indicated that he would like to put them on graves of veterans in the Vidalia Cemetery and that would probably cost about $1,000.00.  After the presentation and a question and answer period, a motion was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, to fund that program for $1,000.00 if it is determined that the Town may legally do that.  The voice vote was recorded as YEAS:  Alderman Betts, Probst, Smith and Alderwoman Demby; NAYS:  NONE and one person ABSENT.

Agenda Item No. 5 was Board discussion and vote on approval of new hire for Vidalia Police Department.  The Mayor advised the Board that the Vidalia Police Department has requested that Robert T. Cross be hired as a full-time patrol officer.  There followed a short discussion which Alderman Probst had a couple of questions and several comments.  Following that discussion, a motion to approve the hire was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried by those present.

Agenda Item No. 6 was Board discussion and vote on approval to accept Louisiana DEQ Environmental Audit of Town of Vidalia Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Mayor then reminded the Board that this is an annual matter that comes up in connection with the DEQ’s audit of the Town’s Wastewater Treatment Plant.  He then turned the floor over to Mr. Cornell Lewis, representing the water plant, who advised the Board on the particulars of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Audit.  That audit was included in the packet.  Following Mr. Lewis’ presentation, it was moved by Alderman Smith to accept the audit which was seconded by Alderwoman Demby and unanimously passed by those present.

Agenda Item No. 7  was discussion on Town of Vidalia entering into agreement with River Park Medical Center regarding the gazebo area.  Mayor Craft explained to the Board the need to enter into the agreement with River Park Medical Center as presented, as the gazebo area is owned by the Medical Center and the Town has been keeping the gazebo area maintained while the Medical Center has maintained the parking lot which belongs to the Town.  The Mayor indicated that he would like to enter into an agreement to clarify that the Town will be responsible for maintaining the gazebo area in return for which they will be allowed to use that area for Christmas decorations and other matters.  The Town would be liable for insurance on it and would continue to maintain the parking lot as before.  Following the presentation by the Mayor, there was a short answer and question period, and after that, Alderman Betts made a motion to enter into such an agreement, which was seconded by Alderman Smith, and was unanimously carried by those present.


Agenda Item No. 8 was discussion on Town of Vidalia membership agreement with Natchez, Inc.  Mayor Craft reminded the Board that he has been in discussions with Mr. Chandler Russ with Natchez, Inc., to revise the previous agreement for Vidalia’s participation with Natchez, Inc. which included Mrs. Heather Malone.  He reminded the Board that Mrs. Malone has accepted a position out of state and that her presence will be missed.  The Mayor then turned the floor over to Mr. Russ who made a presentation giving his reasons for believing that the Vidalia’s partnership with Natchez, Inc. is good for the Town as well as the entire community and that he has enjoyed working with the Town in the past and believes that they will be stronger if they work in concert to obtain businesses to come to this area.  There followed a robust discussion over pros and cons.  Following that discussion, it was the consensus that the Mayor will continue in discussions with Natchez, Inc. to determine whether or not the Town should continue its partnership with Natchez, Inc. and Adams County.


Agenda Item No. 9 was announcement of scheduled meeting dates to hear public input for possible uses of excess hydroelectric royalties.  Mayor Craft advised the Board that it is time for him to schedule the required meetings to be held before the hydro royalties for the upcoming year will be utilized.  He proposed August 31, 2021 and September 2, 2021, as the two meeting dates to be held at a site to be selected at 6:00 P.M.  Alderman Betts made the motion to set those dates, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried by those present.
 
Agenda Item No.10 was adjournment.  The Mayor announced that there is no further business, and asked for a motion to adjourn.  A motion to adjourn was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and carried unanimously by all present.  The meeting was declared adjourned.

_/s/ Piara Wilson_________________               __/s/ Buz Craft_________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK           BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
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