
MINUTES OF A REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2023 AT 6:00 P.M.

IN THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LOUISIANA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in regular session, in the Town Hall Meeting Room on Tuesday, February 14, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.

There were present:  Mayor Buz Craft, Aldermen  Jon Betts, Brent Smith, Tommy Probst, Robert Gardner, and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby. 
There were absent:  NONE.
There were also present: Piara Wilson, Municipal Clerk; Debra Moak, Municipal Accountant; George C. Murray, Jr., Municipal Attorney; Jay LaSyone, Municipal Manager; and members of the press.  
The meeting was opened by the Mayor and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present, followed by the invocation given by Alderman Probst.
A quorum being present, the Mayor declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in regular session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.

After being reviewed, the typed minutes of the regular town meeting of January 10, 2023,  was approved with no changes.  The motion for the approval of the minutes was made by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.
The Mayor then asked if anyone had comments on current agenda items.  Noting  that no one had any questions or comments, he advised that he would continue with the formal agenda.

Agenda Item No. 1 was the presentation of the financial statement for December, 2022.  The Mayor called on the Municipal Accountant, Debra Moak, CPA, who presented the financial statement.  She began by explaining the various fund balances, which summaries included a comparison of actual expenses to budget expenses.  The summary sheets, previously given to the Aldermen, were reviewed in detail, and she reported on the various positive and negative fund balances and indicated the net changes in the various funds through December 31, 2022.   She then reminded the Aldermen that those statements were provided to them in their meeting packet.  She then advised the Board which revenues are under budget and which are over budget at this time.  She then brought them up to date on several items of interest.  Those items included: insurance proceeds received to pay for the damages for the Port; that the vehicle lease payments will begin to show up in the financials; that the Town has received the second payment from the American Rescue Plan in October, which brings the total amount collected to date of approximately $1.4 million; that the Auditors have completed their audit and it was submitted for approval to the Legislative Auditor and that there were no findings in the financial section of that audit.  The accounting firm will present a report at the March Board meeting.  There were no questions or comments from the Board and, being none, he thanked Mrs. Moak and her staff for their good work.

Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on approval of occupational license applications.   The first application was by Joy Delozier for “MISS-LOU TAX & ACCOUNTING, INC.” at 401A Lynn Street, for an income tax and accounting business.  There being no comments or questions, a motion to approve the application was made by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.  The second application was by Gregory McFarlane, CEO of TAX SERVICES OF AMERICA, INC. 002 for Tax Services of America, Inc. 018, keeping the trade name of “JACKSON HEWITT TAX SERVICE” at 4283 Carter Street.  This application is for a change of ownership.  There being no comments or questions by the Board, the motion to approve the application was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.

 Agenda Item No. 3 was Board discussion and vote on approval of sign applications.  The first application was by Joy Delozier for a 4 foot x 4 foot, unlighted sign, to be placed on the building at 401A Lynn Street, to advertise  “Miss-Lou Tax and Accounting, Inc.” as per the attached specifications.  There being no questions or comments from the Board, the motion to approve the permit, as requested, was made by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried.   The second application was by Jacqueline Marie Jackson, for a 25” by 12.5” back-lit sign to be placed on the building to advertise “SMOKE STAXX” at 4010 Carter Street, as per the attached specifications.  Again, there being no questions or comments from the Board, a motion to approve the application was made by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderman Gardner, and unanimously carried. 

 Agenda Item No. 4  was Board discussion and vote on Vidalia Police Department personnel. Sheila McFarland (part-time).  There being no discussion or comments, a motion to approve the hire of Sheila McFarland (part-time), was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.


Agenda Item No. 5 was Board discussion and vote on approval to appoint Lawrence Chauvin to Board of Adjustments.  Mr. Chauvin was in the audience and the mayor thanked him for accepting the position and gave a summary of the duties of the members of the Board of Adjustment.  There being no comments or questions, the  Mayor then asked for a motion to approve and a  motion to approve the appointment of Lawrence Chauvin to the Vidalia Board of Adjustment was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.  


Agenda  Item No. 6 was Board discussion and vote of approval of a Resolution requesting the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development to accept the Safe Accessible Streets Project.  The Mayor then gave the board an overview of what the Safe Accessible Streets Project has as its objects and goals.  He reminded them that Ms. Loran Scott had given the Board a more complete explanation of that project at the last regular Board meeting.  There being no discussions or comments, a motion to approve the Resolution requesting the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development to accept the Safe Accessible Streets Project was made by Alderman Gardner, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried. 

(A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda Item No. 7 was discussion and vote of approval of a Resolution approving the appointment of Mayor Buz Craft as Director, and Jay LaSyone as Alternate Director to represent the Town of Vidalia on the Board of Directors of the Louisiana Municipal Natural Gas Purchasing and Distribution Authority.  The Mayor then advised the Board of the need for having such a Resolution of record and asked for questions or comments.  There being none, he asked for a motion to approve.  The motion to approve a Resolution approving the appointment of Mayor Buz Craft as Director, and Jay LaSyone as Alternate Director to represent the Town of Vidalia on the Board of Directors of the Louisiana Municipal Natural Gas Purchasing and Distribution Authority was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried. 
(A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda Item No. 8 was introduction of an Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 683, Town of Vidalia Utility Rate Ordinance by adding the Industrial Renewable Energy Rider Schedule.  The Mayor then explained the need for this Amendment to bring Vidalia’s Utility Rate Ordinance up to date.  Following his explanation, he asked for comments or questions, and there being none, formally introduced the Ordinance.  The Ordinance will be on file at the Mayor’s Office and a Public Hearing will be held by the Board at the meeting of March 14, 2023, and thereafter there will be consideration of passing the Ordinance.

Agenda Item No. 9 was Board discussion and vote of approval of a Resolution on Renewable Energy Assignment and Banking Agreement by and between LEPA and the Town of Vidalia and granting Mayor Craft authority to execute any and all related documents.  The Mayor then told the Board the reasons that such an agreement be entered into between the Town and LEPA at some length.  Following his explanation, the Mayor asked for questions and comments and, there being none, asked for a Resolution to enter into a Renewable Energy Assignment and Banking Agreement by and between Louisiana Energy and Power Authority and the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana.  Alderwoman Demby made that Resolution which was seconded by Alderman Smith, and 
unanimously carried.

(A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda Item No. 10 was Board approval to enter into Executive Session.  After announcing the Agenda item, the Mayor asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session.  That motion was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.  The Mayor and Board, with staff, then existed the Meeting Room and entered into Executive Session.

Agenda Item No. 11 was Board approval to exit Executive Session.  Having concludedthe Executive Session, the Mayor and Board, with staff, returned to the Meeting Room and the Mayor asked for a motion to exit Executive Session.  A motion to exit Executive Session was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.  The Mayor and Board then resumed the Regular Meeting.


Agenda Item No. 12 was adjournment.  Noting that there was no further business, the Mayor asked for a motion to adjourn.  The motion to adjourn was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.  The meeting was declared adjourned.

___________________________________      ________________________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK          BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer
The following resolution was offered by Alderman Gardner, seconded  by Alderwoman Demby:


RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT TO ACCEPT THE SAFE ACCESSIBLE STREETS PROJECT (MURRAY DRIVE TO CONCORDIA AVENUE EXTENSION AND CONCORDIA AVENUE TO RIVERSIDE DRIVE)  AS PART OF ITS TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (COUNCIL DISTRICTS 2 AND 3)

                WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia’s addition of sidewalks, school crossings, street markings, and bike paths will further the community’s goad of providing mobile access for walkers, bikers, and motorized wheelchairs, and furthering the vision of a comprehensive transformation of Murray Drive and Concordia Avenue walkability and the Town of Vidalia as a  whole; and

                 WHEREAS, Murray Drive to Concordia Avenue extension and Concordia Avenue to Riverside Drive is part of the approved Safe Accessible Streets Project, which was developed with the community’s input acquired through a Walk Audit conducted on November 30, 2022, and approved by the Town of Vidalia’s Board of Aldermen; andMayor Buz Craft needs to be authorized to sign any and all documents in connection with the Renewable Energy Assignment and Banking Agreement, as presented at this meeting; and

                 WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia desires and is committed to improving the quality of life of its residents by implementing transportation mobility improvements, which foster safe and accessible transportation, promote a healthy lifestyle, protect the environment, provide connectivity between neighborhoods, schools, commercial centers, and integrate walking, biking, and motorized wheelchair alternatives into the transportation network.

                  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Board of Aldermen, the governing authority of the Town of Vidalia, State of Louisiana, that:

                  SECTION 1:  The Town of Vidalia will serve as local sponsor and prepare and apply for funding for the Safe Accessible Streets Project in accordance with the LADOTD’s Transportation guidelines.

                  SECTION 2:  The Town of Vidalia is requesting eligible construction costs to be shared as 90% Federal funding and 5% local sponsor funds.  The Town of Vidalia, as local sponsor, will fund design, construction administration, and similar costs.

                   SECTION 3:  The Town of Vidalia will provide ongoing maintenance with its existing work force and accept liability for the pedestrian facilities.

                    The above Resolution was called to a vote and the vote thereon as recorded as follows:

                    YEAS:  Aldermen Betts, Gardner, Probst, Smith and Alderwoman Demby.

                     NAYS:  NONE.

                     ABSENT:  NONE.

                     AND THE RESOLUTION was declared adopted on this the 14th day of February,  2023.

___________________________________      ________________________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK          BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
The following resolution was offered by Alderman Smith, seconded  by Alderwoman Demby:

RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF A DIRECTOR AND AN ALTERNATE DIRECTOR TO REPRESENT THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, STATE OF LOUISIANA, ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LOUISIANA MUNICIPAL NATURAL GAS PURCHASING AND DISTRIBUTION AUTHORITY AS PROVIDED BY CHAPTER 10-B OF TITLE 33 OF THE LOUISIANA REVISED STATUTES OF 1950.

WHEREAS, the TOWN OF VIDALIA, State of Louisiana, has previously become a member of the Authority in accordance with the Act; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4546.2 of the Act, the governing authority of the TOWN OF VIDALIA, State of Louisiana, desires to approve the appointment of BUZ CRAFT to serve as a Director of the Authority and to approve the appointment of JAY LASYONE to serve as an alternate Director to act in the absence of the Director herein above named.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing authority of the TOWN OF VIDALIA, State of Louisiana, acting in such capacity:

Section 1.   That, pursuant to the Act, the appointment of BUZ CRAFT to serve as a Director of the Authority for a term of four (4) years from the date hereof is approved and that the appointment of JAY LASYONE to serve as an alternate Director, for like term, to act in the absence of the Director is approved.

Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the TOWN OF VIDALIA, State of Louisiana, on this 14th day of February, 2023, by the following votes:
             YEAS:  Aldermen Betts, Gardner, Probst, Smith and Alderwoman Demby.
              NAYS:  NONE.
              ABSENT:  NONE.
And the resolution was declared adopted on this 14th day of February, 2023.

___________________________________      ________________________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK          BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
The following resolution was offered by Alderwoman Demby, seconded  by Alderman Smith:


RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO A RENEWABLE ENERGY ASSIGNMENT AND BANKING AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN LOUISIANA ENERGY AND POWER AUTHORITY AND THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA

                WHEREAS, the Louisiana Energy and Power Authority (LEPA) and the TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA (A MEMBER) have agreed to enter into a Renewable Energy Assignment Banking Agreement, a copy of which has been previously presented to the Mayor and Board and is on the agenda, and included in the packet for the Aldermen for the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of February 14, 2023; and
                 WHEREAS, Mayor Buz Craft needs to be authorized to sign any and all documents in connection with the Renewable Energy Assignment and Banking Agreement, as presented at this meeting;

                  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA, consent to entering into the Renewable Energy Assignment and Banking Agreement, as presented at this meeting; and
                   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mayor Buz Craft is hereby authorized to sign the renewable Energy Assignment and Banking Agreement and any other documents in relation thereto.

                    The above Resolution was called to a vote and the vote thereon as recorded as follows:
                    YEAS:  Aldermen Betts, Gardner, Probst, Smith and Alderwoman Demby.

                     NAYS:  NONE.
                     ABSTAINING:   NONE.

                     ABSENT:  NONE.

                     AND THE RESOLUTION was declared adopted on this the 14th day of February,  2023.

___________________________________      ________________________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK          BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR

