
MINUTES OF A REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2022 AT 6:00 P.M.

IN THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LOUISIANA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in regular session, in the Town Hall Meeting Room on Tuesday, September 13, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.

There were present:  Mayor Protempore Jon Betts, Aldermen  Brent Smith, Tommy Probst, and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby.
There were absent:  Mayor Buz Craft and Alderman Robert Gardner.
There were also present: Piara Wilson, Municipal Clerk; Debra Moak, Municipal Accountant; George C. Murray, Jr., Municipal Attorney; Jay LaSyone, Municipal Manager; and members of the press.  
The meeting was opened by the Mayor Tempore and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present, followed by the invocation given by Alderman Betts.
A quorum being present, the Mayor Protempore Betts declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in regular session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.

After being reviewed, the typed minutes of the regular town meeting of August 9, 2022; the special town meeting of August 15, 2022; and the special town meeting of August 22, 2022, were approved with no changes.  The motion for the approval of the minutes, in globo, was made by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by all present.

The Mayor Protempore then announced that the next item on the agenda was public comments on current agenda items.  He asked if anyone in the audience had any questions or comments.  Nothing that there were no questions or comments, he advised they he would continue with the formal agenda.
Agenda Item No. 1 was the presentation of the financial statement for July, 2022.  The Mayor Protempore called on the Municipal Accountant, Debra Moak, CPA, who presented the financial statement.  As customary, she began by explaining the various fund balances, which summaries included a comparison of actual expenses to budget expenses.  The summary sheets, previously given to the Aldermen, were reviewed in detail, and she reported on the various positive and negative fund balances and indicated the net changes in the various funds through July 31, 2022.   She then reminded the Aldermen that those statements were provided to them in their meeting packet.   Mrs. Moak concluded by advising the Board which revenues are under budget and which are over budget at this time.  The Mayor Protempore then asked for questions or comments from the Board and,  there being none, he thanked Mrs. Moak for her usual thorough presentation
Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on approval of occupational license applications.   The only application was by Kacy Aubic for “NATCHEZ TUMBLING ACADEMY, LLC” at 4002 Carter Street.    There being no comments or questions by the Board, a motion was made by Alderman Probst to approve the license application, which was seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present.

 Agenda Item No. 3 was outdoor sign applications.  The only application was by Capital Signs & Awnings (Bunkie, Louisiana 71322), for an Internally  Illuminated Sign to replace the existing sign on the front of the PETSENSE business located at 1649 Carter Street, and Pylon Replacement Faces on the “VIDALIA CENTER” Pylon facing Carter Street at the Vidalia Shopping Center, as per the attached information sheets attached to the application.  There being no questions or comments, on motion for approval of the application by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by all present, the permit was granted.

 Agenda Item No. 4  was Board discussion and vote on approval of Resolution for capital outlay request for utility system upgrades.  The Mayor Protempore explained the need for the Resolution.  Following his presentation, there being no questions or comments, the motion for the passage, approval and adoption of the Resolution, as presented at the Board meeting, was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by all present.

(A COPY OF RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).

Agenda  Item No. 5 was Board discussion and vote on approval of Resolution for capital outlay request for Vidalia Port Facility. The Mayor Protempore explained the need for the Resolution.  Following his presentation, there being no questions or comments, the motion for the passage, approval and adoption of the Resolution, as presented at the Board meeting, was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by all present.

(A COPY OF RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda Item No. 6 was Board discussion and vote on approval for Vidalia Police Department hires:  Anita Gable – Full Time School Resource Officer (SRO); and Daniel Loyd – Full Time Patrolman.  After a brief discussion, the Mayor Protempore asked for a motion to approve both hires of Anita Gable as a Full Time School Resource Officer and Daniel Loyd, as a Full Time Patrolman. The motion was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present.

Agenda Item No. 7 was Board discussion and vote on Memorandum of Understanding regarding School Resource Officers between the Town of Vidalia and the Concordia Parish School Board.  Alderman Probst spoke first concerning the proposed Memorandum, a copy of which was in the meeting packet.  Following Alderman Probst’s questions and comments, Mayor Protempore,  noting that there was no further discussion, asked for a motion.  A motion to enter into the Memorandum of Understanding with the Concordia Parish School Board, as presented at the meeting, was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present.

Agenda Item No. 8  was Board discussion and vote on determination and fixing of the amount of excess hydroelectric revenues to be distributed as rebates to the retail utility customers of the Town of Vidalia.  Mayor Protempore explained, at some length, the requirements and procedures contained in the hydroelectric ordinance in order to determine and fix the amount of the revenues to be distributed as rebates to the utility customers.  There was a power point presentation and a hand out was in the packet.  During the presentation, Alderman Gardner joined the meeting.  At the conclusion, it was moved by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Probst, to rebate the maximum 50% for this year’s rebate.  The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda  Item No. 9 was Board vote to enter Executive Session to discuss possible litigation.  Mayor Protempore  briefly explained the procedure for Executive Sessions and, thereafter, a motion to enter Executive Session was made by Alderwoman Demby, second by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.  The Mayor Protempore and the Board then exited the meeting room to hold the Executive Session. 

Agenda  Item No. 10 was Board vote to exit Executive Session.  After returning to the meeting room, a motion to exit Executive Session was made by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.  The Mayor Protempore and Board resumed the open meeting.

Agenda Item No. 11 was Board vote on approval of Resolution discussed in Executive Session.  Mayor Protempore then asked for a motion.  A motion to approve the Resolution as discussed in Executive Session was made by Aldermann Probst, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried.

Agenda Item No. 12 was adjournment.  Mayor Protempore announced that there was  no further agenda items and asked for a motion to adjourn.  On motion to adjourn by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned.

_/s/ Piara Wilson____________________      __/s/ Buz Craft___________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK         BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer


The following resolution was offered by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith:

RESOLUTION

2023 - 2024
Capital Outlay Request

Utility System Upgrades

WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia is submitting a Capital Outlay request for utility system upgrades, planning, acquisition, construction and equipment improvements through the assistance of Bryant Hammett & Associates, L.L.C.; and 

WHEREAS, bond funding, other than state general obligation bond funding, is not available to the Town of Vidalia to fund said project; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia has exhausted all efforts at local option funding for said project; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia has no budgeted funds for non-recurring appropriations; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia has no surplus funding or uncommitted cash available; 

SO THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Vidalia does hereby certify to the Commissioner of the Division of Administration that state general obligation bond funding is needed for said project due to the fact that sufficient funding is not otherwise available to the Town of Vidalia.  
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by UNANIMOUS vote this 13TH  day of September, 2022.
Town of Vidalia 
__/s/ Buz Craft__________________________________

Mayor

Attest: 

_/s/ Piara Wilson___________________________________
Municipal Clerk

The following resolution was offered by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith:

RESOLUTION
2023 - 2024
Capital Outlay Request

Vidalia Port Facility
WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia is submitting a Capital Outlay request for utility system development of a slackwater port on the Mississippi River, planning, construction and equipment improvements through the assistance of Bryant Hammett & Associates, L.L.C.; and 

WHEREAS, bond funding, other than state general obligation bond funding, is not available to the Town of Vidalia to fund said project; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia has exhausted all efforts at local option funding for said project; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia has no budgeted funds for non-recurring appropriations; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Vidalia has no surplus funding or uncommitted cash available; 

SO THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Vidalia does hereby certify to the Commissioner of the Division of Administration that state general obligation bond funding is needed for said project due to the fact that sufficient funding is not otherwise available to the Town of Vidalia. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by UNANIMOUS vote this 13TH day of
September, 2022. 

Town of Vidalia 

_/s/ Buz Craft__________________

Mayor
Attest: 

_/s/ Piara Wilson_______________

Municipal Clerk

