
MINUTES OF A REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.

IN THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LOUISIANA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in regular session, in the Town Hall Meeting Room on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.

There were present:  Mayor Buz Craft, Aldermen Jon Betts, Tommy Probst,  Brent Smith and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby.  
There was absent:  Alderman Robert Gardner.
There were also present: Piara Wilson, Municipal Clerk; Debra Moak, Municipal Accountant; George C. Murray, Jr., Municipal Attorney, Jay LaSyone, Municipal Manager, Pam Middleton, Executive Secretary to the Mayor, and members of the press.  
The meeting was opened by the Mayor and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present, followed by the invocation given by Alderwoman Demby.
A quorum being present, the Mayor declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in regular session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.

After being reviewed, the typed minutes of the regular meeting of October 12, 2021, were approved with no changes.  The motion for approval was made by Alderwoman Demby,  seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present.  
The Mayor then opened the floor for public comments on current agenda  items.  There being no comments, the Mayor closed the floor for comments.

Agenda  Item No. 1 was the presentation of the financial statement for September, 2021.  The Mayor called on the Municipal Accountant, Debra Moak, CPA, who presented the financial statement.  As customary, she began by explaining the various fund balances, which summaries included a comparison of actual expenses to budget expenses.  The summary sheets, previously given to the Aldermen, were reviewed in detail, and she reported on the various positive and negative fund balances and indicated the net changes in the various funds through September 30, 2021.  As usual, she reminded the Aldermen that those statements were provided to them in their meeting packet.   At the end of her presentation, there being no questions or comments, the Mayor thanked Mrs. Moak  for her usual thorough presentation.
Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on approval of occupational license applications.   The first application was by Amanda Wheeler for “THE HIVE”, at 4012 Carter Street.  There being no comments or questions, on motion for approval by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present, the application was approved.  The second application was by ORCWEL, LLC, represented by Justin Welch, for “Old River Cleaners” at 713 Carter Street.  The application was for change of ownership only.  There being no questions or comments, on motion by Alderwoman Demby, seconded by Alderman Smith, and carried unanimously by those present, the application was approved.  The third application was by John T. Smith for “Mama’s Little Cookie Shack” at 10 Lillian Road.  Alderwoman Demby questioned whether the business was in a commercial zone or residential and was advised that it is a neighborhood.  Following a short discussion, a motion for approval of the application was made by Alderman Probst, seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried by those present.  The fourth application was by Macy Knapp for “Generation Lee, LLC”.  There being no comments or requirements, motion for approval was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried by those present. 

 Agenda Item No. 3 was Board discussion and vote on approval of sign applications.  The first application was by Emily Willard for “MISS-LOU ENT & ALLERGY” at 1635 Carter Street.  The application was for a 4 foot by 2 foot aluminum sign for the business as per the attached illustration.  There being no comments or questions, on motion for approval by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present, the application was approved.  The second application was by Southern Signs, Inc. for  “EDWARD JONES”, at 309 Texas Street.  The application was to replace existing signs by a 120 foot by 20 foot LED lighted sign for business, as per the attached illustration.  There being no questions or comments, the motion for approval of the sign application was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present.

 Agenda Item No. 4 was presentation to Pattie Reed Jones from Home with Heroes Foundation, requested by Mr. Mark LaFrancis.  The Mayor noted that no one was in attendance to make the presentation and the matter would be held off and he would move on to the next item.


Agenda Item No.5 was Board discussion and vote to seek approval for advertisement for bids for new garbage truck.  After announcing the agenda  item, the Mayor requested Mr. Lee Staggs to speak to the Board about this item.  Mr Staggs explained the need for a new garbage truck and the process to be followed.  He advised that the time is now to advertise for the new truck because of current issues with supplies of new items.  After a short discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Probst to grant approval for advertisement of bids for the new garbage truck.  The motion was seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present.  


Agenda Item No. 6 was Board discussion and vote to accept bids for street work on Miranda & Simonton Drives.  After announcing the agenda item, the Mayor made comments on the need for the street work and proceeded to read the amounts of the 3 bids which had been submitted.  He announced that T. L. Construction, LLC was the low bidder for a total of $357,862.60, and the Town had budgeted $500,000.00 for work and therefore there would be money left over to do other street projects and street repairs.  A motion to accept the low bid was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present.


Agenda Item No.7 was opening and Board approval of bids submitted for purchase of new ambulance.  The Mayor, after announcing the agenda item, proceeded to open the sealed bids as follows:  The first bid was from Frazier of Houston, Texas, for $227,202.00.  The second bid was by Arrow of Rock Rapids, Indiana, for $285,800.00.  After comments from both the Assistant Fire Chief and the Municipal Manager, pertaining to the pros and cons of each bid, a motion was made by Alderman Probst to accept the low bid by Frazier subject to the Fire Chief checking the bids in comparison to the required specifications and should the low bidder meet those specifications, to go ahead and award the bid.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Smith and unanimously carried by those present.


Agenda Item No. 8  was Board discussion and vote on approval of Vidalia Police Department personnel Danielle Jefferson from part-time to full time dispatcher.  The Mayor announced that the police department had made that request and noted that there was no one present to speak for or against.  Thereupon, a motion was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present, to approve the request to change the status of Danielle Jefferson from part-time to full time dispatcher.

Agenda Item No. 9 was update on Hydro rebate check disbursement.  The Mayor began by announcing that the total amount to be rebated is approximately $2.5 million dollars.  He stated that he expects that the Town will start generating checks on those rebates some time next week.  In addition, he gave the procedure for determining the amounts of the checks and followed by asking for questions or comments.  There being no questions or comments, the Mayor reiterated that this was just an update on the Hydro rebate check disbursement.


The Mayor noting that there was no further business, asked for a motion to adjourn.  The motion to adjourn was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present.  The meeting was declared adjourned.

__/s/ Piara Wilson____    ______________    __/s/ Buz Craft___________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK         BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
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