
MINUTES OF A REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.

IN THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LOUISIANA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in regular session, in the Town Hall Meeting Room on Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.

There were present:  Mayor Buz Craft, Aldermen Jon Betts, Tommy Probst,  Brent Smith, Robert Gardner and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby.  
There was absent:  NONE.
There were also present: Piara Wilson, Municipal Clerk; Debra Moak, Municipal Accountant; George C. Murray, Jr., Municipal Attorney; Jay LaSyone, Municipal Manager; Pam Middleton, Executive Secretary to the Mayor, and members of the press.  
The meeting was opened by the Mayor and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present, followed by the invocation given by Alderman Betts.
A quorum being present, the Mayor declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in regular session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.

After being reviewed, the typed minutes of the special meeting of September 2, 2021, and the regular meeting of November 9, 2021, were approved with no changes.  The motion for approval of both minutes was made by Alderwoman Demby,  seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.  
The Mayor then opened the floor for public comments on current agenda  items.  First to comment was Mrs. Robb, who continued her objection to having to comment on Agenda Items prior to the Board first addressing those items.  The Mayor noted her objection.  She then voiced her concerns about the waste water disposal plant being able to properly dispose of the waste water from the various plants and she finished her comments by noting that nothing that she ever asks about seems to ever get addressed.  The Mayor thanked her for her comments and noting that there were no other comments, closed the floor for public comments on current agenda items.
Agenda  Item No. 1 was the presentation of the financial statement for October, 2021.  The Mayor called on the Municipal Accountant, Debra Moak, CPA, who presented the financial statement.  As customary, she began by explaining the various fund balances, which summaries included a comparison of actual expenses to budget expenses.  The summary sheets, previously given to the Aldermen, were reviewed in detail, and she reported on the various positive and negative fund balances and indicated the net changes in the various funds through October 31, 2021.  As usual, she reminded the Aldermen that those statements were provided to them in their meeting packet.   At the end of her presentation, there being no questions or comments, the Mayor thanked Mrs. Moak  for her usual thorough presentation.
Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on approval of occupational license applications.   The only application was by Suzanne Branch for “TRESS SOLUTIONS CLINICAL SALON”, at 4008 Carter Street.  There being no comments or questions, on motion for approval by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried. 

 Agenda Item No. 3 was presentation of plans for proposed project to upgrade and expand Town of Vidalia Water Plant.  The Board introduced Mr. Doug Wimberly of Neel-Schaffer, Inc., who spoke to the Board on the proposed upgrades and expansion.  After giving the Board an overview of the project, he advised that conceptual designs had been prepared.  Mr. Wimberly presented to the Board some preliminary figures on the project which could either be a renovation of the current plant, which would include shut-downs to make those improvements, or to go with a two plant project whereby a new plant would be constructed and after that the current plant would be upgraded and that his thoughts were that such a two plant design would be better for the Town in the long run.  After some discussion, the Board decided to move forward with the two plant proposal and to engage Bryant Hammett & Associates to work with Mr. Wimberly on the designs.  The voice vote thereon was as follows:  YEAS:  Aldermen Betts, Gardner, Probst, Smith and Alderwoman Demby.  The motion carried 5 YEAS, no NAYS.  

 Agenda Item No. 4 was Board discussion and vote on resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter of intent supporting Syrah Technologies’ pending ITEP Application.  The Mayor then explained to the Board the need to authorize him to sign the letter of support, as attached to the minutes.  Following the Mayor’s explanation, a motion was made by Alderman Betts, and seconded by Alderman Gardner, to pass a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter of intent supporting Syrah Technology, LLC’s pending Louisiana Industrial Property Tax Exemption program application.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Probst and the roll call vote thereon was as follows:  YEAS:  Alderman Betts, Alderman Smith, Alderman Gardner, Alderman Probst, and Alderwoman Demby.  NAYS:  NONE.  ABSENT:  ABSTAINING:  NONE.  Accordingly the Resolution was declared adopted on this 14th day of December, 2021.
(A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda  Item No.5 was Board discussion and vote to adopt compliance questionnaire for audit as required by Louisiana Legislative Auditor.  The Mayor again explained the need for the adoption of the compliance questionnaire.  Following his explanation, a motion to adopt the compliance questionnaire for audits as required by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.


Agenda Item No. 6 was introduction of an Ordinance to authorize the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to change the procedure for charging and collecting fees for the use and operation of the Town of Vidalia’s Municipal Ambulance Service.  The Mayor spoke to the Board about the need to  change the procedure for charging and collecting fees for the use and operation of the Town’s Municipal Ambulance Service.  Following his explanation, there being no comments, he formerly introduced the Ordinance.

(A COPY OF THE ORDINANCE IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda Item No.7 was Board discussion and vote to appoint Buz Craft as a Director and Jay LaSyone as an Alternate Director of the Louisiana Municipal Natural Gas Purchasing and Distribution Authority.  The Mayor then gave the reasons for the Natural Gas Authority to request that the Mayor and Jay LaSyone  be appointed as Director and Alternate Director of the Authority.  There being no questions, a motion to appoint Buz Craft as a Director and Jay LaSyone as an Alternate Director of the Authority was made by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman Betts, and unanimously carried.
(A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION  IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda Item No. 8  was Board discussion and vote on approval of Vidalia Police Department personnel: Carson Cupit (new part-time officer).  Alderman Gardner , at this point, asked if the appointment was due to a loss of personnel.  A representative of the Police Department responded that it was due to a loss of personnel.   Thereafter, a motion to approve the hire of Carson Cupit as a new part-time officer was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried.


Agenda Item No. 9 was presentation and request to honor former Town employee, Dan White, by Ms. Sandra White.  The Mayor recognized Ms. White who spoke to the Board about her desire to have her father, Dan White, honored for his long and faithful service to the Town of Vidalia.  She went over some history which included the fact that Mr. White had been the only plumber to do Town work for many years and that he had also been employed at the Water Plant and felt that doing something to honor him would be appropriate.  The Mayor then commented on Mr. White’s long time service to the Town and his thoughts that he should be honored appropriately.  The Mayor advised Ms. White that he will discuss with the Board and other persons and that the Town definitely will do something appropriate to honor her father.  She thanked the Mayor for his consideration.


Agenda Item No.10 was a discussion on the need for new Ordinance to govern how future utility rebates will be disbursed to electric users.  The Mayor began his discussion by advising that the Ordinance that he is discussing does not have anything to do with the original Ordinance No. 588 and that the new Ordinance is to clarify how to deal with disbursals of funds as there have been several problems arising, such as in the area of a surviving widow or children where the succession has not been done.  Following some discussion among the Board and those present, the Mayor advised that this is a discussion only Agenda Item – that he will be talking to affected citizens and attempting to get an Ordinance which would resolve the various problems.

Agenda Item No. 11 was Board discussion and vote on 2022 Beer and Liquor Permits.  The Mayor noted that the 2022 Liquor and Beer Permit List has been submitted and is attached to the agenda.  The only question was whether or not the person who has not yet paid for his permit is going to be allowed to get one.  The response was that the permit will not be issued until the fees have been paid.  Following that, a motion to accept the 2022 Beer and Liquor Permits as presented to the Board was made by Alderman Gardner, seconded by Alderman Probst, and unanimously carried.


Agenda Item No. 12 was update on streets and sidewalks projects by Mayor Craft.  The Mayor entered into a discussion with the Board, and some citizens, about the street and sidewalks project.  The Mayor indicated some of the streets which will be initially worked on and updated on the Town getting a list of sidewalks in need of repair.  The Mayor was asked whether or not there would be money for adding sidewalks and he advised that he will check and see on whether or not those persons in the areas wanting sidewalks are all in agreement.


Following the update, the Mayor announced that there were no more agenda items and asked for a motion to adjourn.  A motion to adjourn was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried.  The meeting was declared adjourned.

_____    ___________________________    __________________________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK         BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer

ORDINANCE NO. ____

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA, TO CHANGE THE PROCEDURE FOR CHARGING AND COLLECTING FEES FOR THE USE AND OPERATION OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA MUNICIPAL AMBULANCE SERVICE

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA, in regular session, duly convened as the governing authority of said municipality, that:

Section 1.  This proposed Ordinance was previously introduced at the regular meeting of December 14, 2021; and

Section 2.  After due notice of advertising of this proposed ordinance in the official journal on the 22nd day of December, 2021, and public hearing held at the Mayor and Board’s regular meeting on the 11th day of January, 2022, it is hereby ordained and adopted as an Ordinance of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, that:


WHEREAS, TOWN OF VIDALIA ORDINANCE NO. 558-A authorizes the Town of Vidalia to levy a one-half per cent (1/2%) sales and use tax for the purpose of providing ambulance service to the public, including acquiring, maintaining, and operating facilities and equipment acquired therewith and paying all personnel costs; and


WHEREAS, in order to achieve the desired level of ambulance service, and to comply with the numerous Federal and State laws and regulations which have been mandated and made effective since the passage of Ordinance No. 590, the Town of Vidalia should be authorized to levy and collect fees and charges for the use of said ambulance service, as follows:

A. The Vidalia Emergency Medical Service does not charge patients for  its ambulance services.  Health and Auto Insurance carriers, Medicare and Medicaid, to include RailRoad Medicare and any and all Medicare and Medicaid Replacement or supplement programs, not Vidalia Emergency Service patients, are billed.

B. The fees are levied only when a patient is transported by medic unit or ambulance to a hospital; EMS calls that do not involve transport do not involve a fee.  Patients who refuse transport sign a form documenting their refusal.

C. All patients are transported regardless of insurance coverage or ability to pay.

D. No payment is collected at the time of transport.  EMS personnel may request a patient’s demographic information, such as correct spelling of first and last name, date of birth and address.  EMS personnel may obtain authorization to bill the patient’s insurer along with permission to transport, as well as the insurance information to include, member ID and group number after transport, the billing department, whether that be in house or outsourced, will work with the hospital and all available sources including the patient, to obtain additional information as necessary.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, in regular session, duly convened as the governing authority of said municipality, that the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, is hereby authorized to change the method and procedure for charging and collecting fees for the use and operation of the Town of Vidalia Municipal Ambulance Service, as follows:

A. The Vidalia Emergency Medical Service does not charge patients for  its   ambulance services.  Health and Auto Insurance carriers, Medicare and Medicaid, to include RailRoad Medicare and any and all Medicare and Medicaid Replacement or supplement programs, not Vidalia Emergency Service patients, are billed.

B. The fees are levied only when a patient is transported by medic unit or ambulance to a hospital; EMS calls that do not involve transport do not involve a fee.  Patients who refuse transport sign a form documenting their refusal.

C. All patients are transported regardless of insurance coverage or ability to pay.

D. No payment is collected at the time of transport.  EMS personnel may request a patient’s demographic information, such as correct spelling of first and last name, date of birth and address.  EMS personnel may obtain authorization to bill the patient’s insurer along with permission to transport, as well as the insurance information to include, member ID and group number after transport, the billing department, whether that be in house or outsourced, will work with the hospital and all available sources including the patient, to obtain additional information as necessary.

The foregoing Ordinance was read and considered, section by section, and as a whole, and the vote thereon was as follows:


YEAS:   

NAYS:   


ABSTAINING:   


ABSENT:


WHEREUPON, the foregoing ordinance was declared to be duly adopted this 11th day of January, 2022, to be effective immediately.

___________________________________

______________________________

PIARA WILSON,  MUNICIPAL CLERK

BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The following resolution was offered by Alderman Smith and seconded by Alderman Betts:                        

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF A DIRECTOR AND AN ALTERNATE DIRECTOR TO REPRESENT THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, STATE OF LOUISIANA, ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LOUISIANA MUNICIPAL NATURAL GAS PURCHASING AND DISTRIBUTION AUTHORITY AS PROVIDED BY CHAPTER 10-B OF TITLE 33 OF THE LOUISIANA REVISED STATUTES OF 1950.

WHEREAS, the TOWN OF VIDALIA, State of Louisiana, has previously become a member of the Authority in accordance with the Act; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4546.2 of the Act, the governing authority of the TOWN OF VIDALIA, State of Louisiana, desires to approve the appointment of BUZ CRAFT to serve as a Director of the Authority and to approve the appointment of JAY LASYONE to serve as an alternate Director to act in the absence of the director herein above named;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing authority of the TOWN OF VIDALIA, State of Louisiana, acting in such capacity:

Section 1.   That, pursuant to the Act, the appointment of BUZ CRAFT to serve as a Director of the Authority for a term of four (4) years from the date hereof is approved and that the appointment of JAY LASYONE to serve as an alternate Director, for like term, to act in the absence of the director is approved.

Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

Passed and adopted by the TOWN OF VIDALIA, State of Louisiana, on this 14TH day of DECEMBER, 2021, by the following votes:

Yeas:Aldermen Betts, Gardner, Probst, Smith and Alderwoman Demby.


Nays:
NONE   
Absent:
NONE   
And the resolution was declared adopted on this 14TH day of
 DECEMBER

, 2021








      __________________                          ____
         








                      MAYOR

             
                         MUNICIPAL CLERK


The following Resolution was offered by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Gardner:

RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA BOARD OF ALDERMEN AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A LETTER OF INTENT SUPPORTING SYRAH TECHNOLOGIES LLC’S PENDING LOUISIANA INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION PROGRAM APPLICATION 

WHEREAS, Syrah Technologies LLC (“Syrah”) spent roughly $37M to construct a new manufacturing facility in Vidalia, LA (“initial project”) that became operational in 2019; and

WHEREAS, this initial project brought new investment dollars and new jobs to the community; and

WHEREAS, Syrah has been and continues to be a good corporate citizen and partner with the Town of Vidalia, neighboring communities, and the Parish of Concordia: and

WHEREAS, Syrah is considering an expansion project at its new manufacturing facility in Vidalia, LA that could bring over $137 million of investment dollars and 30 new full time permanent (LA-Domiciled) jobs paying, on average, over $55,000 per job, to the community; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Loren Scott performed an economic impact analysis that states the proposed expansion project would have a very significant positive impact on the Town of Vidalia, neighboring communities, and the Parish of Concordia; and

WHEREAS, Syrah operates in a globally competitive marketplace; and 

WHEREAS, current market conditions are having a dramatic impact on material and equipment pricing; and

WHEREAS, Syrah is a manufacturing establishment eligible to participate in the Louisiana Industrial Property Tax Exemption Program (“ITEP”); and

WHEREAS, the ITEP is a property tax exemption that, if approved, would have a significant impact on the economic viability of the proposed expansion project; and

WHEREAS, Syrah timely filed its ITEP application with the Louisiana Department of Economic Development (“LED”) for consideration by the Louisiana Board of Commerce and Industry (“BC&I”) at its upcoming meeting on December 10, 2021; and  

WHEREAS, Syrah’s intent was to complete the ITEP review and approval process with the Town of Vidalia Board of Alderman prior to Syrah’s corporate board making a decision to proceed or not to proceed with the project in December 2021 regarding the proposed expansion project; and  

WHEREAS, LED has notified Syrah that its application has been reviewed and marked complete, but that the ITEP application will not be heard at the December 10, 2021 BC&I meeting; and  

WHEREAS, the next BC&I meeting is on February 23, 2022; and  

WHEREAS, the timeline for the LED ITEP approval process prevents the Town Board of Aldermen from taking formal action on Syrah’s ITEP application prior to Syrah’s board making a decision to proceed or not to proceed with the project investment; and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of Aldermen wishes to extend its conditional support of Syrah’s pending ITEP application to Syrah’s corporate board prior to its investment decision; and

WHEREAS, Syrah has provided a copy of its ITEP application and supporting documentation to the Town Board of Aldermen for review and consideration; and

WHEREAS, Syrah has provided a summary of the economic impact study performed by Dr. Loren Scott to the Town Board of Aldermen for review and consideration; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, upon consideration of the foregoing and the public discussion held this day, that this Town of Vidalia Board of Aldermen approves the Mayor indicating support of this Town Board of Aldermen for Syrah’s pending Louisiana Industrial Property Tax Exemption through execution of a Letter of Intent, providing the following conditions are present in the Letter of Intent:

a) the ITEP application was recommended by the Louisiana Department of Economic Development to the Louisiana Board of Commerce and Industry for approval; and

b) the ITEP application was approved by the Louisiana Board of Commerce and Industry.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ, AND, AFTER PUBLIC DISCUSSION, THE ROLL WAS CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:

YEAS:  Aldermen Betts, Probst, Smith, Gardner and Alderwoman Demby.

NAYS:  NONE.

ABSENT:  NONE.

ABSTAINING:  NONE.

AND the Resolution was declared adopted on this 14th day of December, 2021.

__________________________________
_________________________________________

                MAYOR                                                        MUNICIPAL CLERK


